
 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter – June/July 2020 

From the Board: 

Typically COVID 19 gets to be the first topic. We hope all is well in your workplace, home and the 

impacts on work have not been too much. Most of the updates and procedures that were emailed 

around to members came from the support Alec Mccarthy has provided as our liaison contact with 

DPIRD. He has been a great asset to WAOC and has begun a study to the current position of the WA 

olive industry. Getting current data has been a challenge as much is kept at national level with ABS, 

ABARE and HIA. Unfortunately the levy data is deemed confidential so we have had to go to our 

processors for their input. Thanks to them, we are now getting a local view. 

The WA Olive Competition is definitely going ahead and entries open 24 August, close 11 Sept and 

results will be announced 19 October. We will be able to continue regardless of COVID 19 

restrictions. Spread the word. This is one of the most cost effective competitions that will give you 

analysis results of your oils and also professional descriptions of the organoleptic qualities (smell and 

taste) all included in your entry fees. Members of the judging team are involved in international 

competition judging and these mentor new and aspiring judges. A Judge training workshop will be 

held on 26 July. We are particularly keen to continue to cater to small groves, community and 

schools groups wishing to enter. Send along your entries. 

We welcome Rick De San Miguel as Director on the Board responsible for R&D.  Rick has a grove 

near Beverley and is keen to support members improve productivity using sound science and 

technology, and farming practices that work. Rick will partner Zora Singh in the research being done 

in testing picual, frantoio and leccino oils across the WA regions. We thank Chapman River, 

Frankland River, Tarralea and Preston Valley for their support and will welcome any other groves 

that can provide a litre sample. You will receive the test data and acknowledgement in the research. 

The website is constantly undergoing development with current member information and 

advertising of members’ products. We focussed on processing services during the harvest and will 

now focus on sales and marketing opportunities. We have received numerous requests from 

interstate and international buyers to date. We have put them in contact with our members and 

some exciting opportunities are being developed. We are developing a member’s page with this in 

mind. We would like to offer members opportunities and access to current information. If non-

member growers wish to access this information, they can contact the Treasurer an application 

forms to join WAOC. 

General news: 

The year seems to have been a down year for oil production (but not necessarily with table olives) 

across the country, especially outside the WA borders. Much of this is due to the climate events and 

bushfires. The impact of COVID 19 seems to have slightly eased the demand for olive products in 

restaurants but not from local sales outlets. There appears to be a greater interest in healthy foods 

but, typically, Australians want this at the cheapest prices.  



WAOC has had a lot of requests for support to local, national and international oil buyers as a result 

of these issues. We will endeavour to bring these sales opportunities to growers and processors who 

are members of WAOC. Largely it will be done via our website and email to members. We can short 

circuit some of this by going direct to specific growers if we have enough information on what your 

holdings are. Can I suggest you look at your stocks and commitments for the 2020 period and 

identify any amounts above your requirements and let me know so that I can put you in contact with 

potential markets/sales. As these stocks are expended, please let me know so that I don’t waste 

your time. 

There has been an increase in interest in purchasing or establishing olive groves in WA, two in the 

past month. If you are keen to purchase or to sell, please let me know so that we can forward your 

details to the prospective properties/buyers. Interestingly, the prospective buyers are younger and 

have a great interest in enterprise. One discussion was with a person looking to contact all the small 

groves in a country town (with 30-100 olive trees on their properties) with an offer to harvest/clean 

up their trees. Both aspects are of interest to WAOC as it is an alternative for maintaining oil 

production and it also suggests an option for managing the health of olive groves. 

The biosecurity issues of growers retiring and finding it difficult to maintain groves and of people 

walking away from their groves for whatever reasons is an increasing potential disaster for the olive 

industry in WA. Indeed, for horticultural industries in general. This is acknowledged nationally and 

Plant Health Australia is preparing for potential epidemic/disease/pest outbreaks in horticultural 

industries across Australia. WAOC is keen to hear your thoughts on managing this threat so that we 

can set plans in place to reduce the impact on our industry/hobby. 

Much of this material, plus more, will be available to members as we build our members page on our 

developing website. For those non-members, we will inform you through newsletters. 

We hope your harvest has been as successful as you expected and look forward to continuing a 

strong conversation that builds our industry and the pleasure of growing your own healthy and high 

quality product. 
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President WAOC 
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